Veterinary Acupuncture by Gustafson, Phil
Volume 36 | Issue 1 Article 1
1974
Veterinary Acupuncture
Phil Gustafson
Iowa State University
Follow this and additional works at: https://lib.dr.iastate.edu/iowastate_veterinarian
Part of the Alternative and Complementary Medicine Commons, and the Veterinary Medicine
Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at Iowa State University Digital Repository. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Iowa State University Veterinarian by an authorized editor of Iowa State University Digital Repository. For more information, please contact
digirep@iastate.edu.
Recommended Citation
Gustafson, Phil (1974) "Veterinary Acupuncture," Iowa State University Veterinarian: Vol. 36 : Iss. 1 , Article 1.
Available at: https://lib.dr.iastate.edu/iowastate_veterinarian/vol36/iss1/1
Veterinary Acupunture
by
Phil Gustafson *
((Veterinary acupuncture and cauteriza-
tion technique being simple, economical,
effective, and easily extended has been
widely spread and welcomed in villages.
In general it consists of two methods,
namely, cauterization and acupuncture.
Preliminary evidence shows that acu-
puncture and cauterization can be used
to cure many diseases of hogs, cattle, an,d
poultry even more if combined with the
use of medicine." (from Veterinary Acu-
puncture, People's Republic of China.)
Acupuncture is the insertion of needles
into certain points in the body for the pur-
pose of relieving pain, producing surgical
anesthesia, and curing certain diseases.
The art originated in China around the
year 2600 B.C. It exists there today as
their major form of medicine.
With the increased awareness of main-
land China by the American people, there
has been an increased interest in acupunc-
ture. Within the past year and a half sev-
eral American physicians have studied
acupuncture in the orient and are now
practicing acupuncture in the United
States.
Acupuncture in this country is general-
ly regarded with a high degree of skepti-'
cism. This is brought about for several
reasons. There is a general lack of knowl-
edge of the subject and the claims made
by practitioners of acupuncture seem too
fantastic. Acupuncture is also thought of
as a sort of voo-doo technique since it is
not known how it works. Many people
also feel that acupuncture is primarily a
placebo and that any response of the pa-
tient is purely psychological. The success
of acupuncture in human babies and ani-
mals would seem, however, to at least p'ar-
tially dispel this belief.
~c Mr. Gustafson is la fourth ye1ar student in the 001·
lege of Veterina'ry Medicine, Iowa State University.
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Veterinary acupuncture is a much new-
er science than its human counterpart
and has not shared the interest or the
amount of research. We know that veter-
inary acupuncture has existed in China
for several years. The Chinese have
claimed success in treating such ailn1ents
as cystitis, constipation, gastrointestinal
diseases (including those of bacterial eti-
ology), and pneumonia. 1 Animal diseases
are often treated by veterinarians in China
with a combination of acupuncture and
conventional D1edicine. (It is claimed,
however, that this combin·ation therapy
is more successful than when either is
used alone.)
Research in veterinary acupuncture is
extremely limited in the United States.
There are reports of success in producing
surgical anesthesia in the mule and the
treatment of various ailments of horses
including arthritis.2
Tony Wheeler, a second year graduate
student in biochemistry at Iowa State has
completed acupuncture mapping of a goat.
This process consists of finding the acu-
puncture points of the body. When acu-
puncture began in China around 2600
B.C. this was done primarily through trial
and error. Today it is accomplished by
passing a current of electricity through
the skin and measuring electrical resist-
ance. An area of lessened resistance cor-
responds to an acupuncture point. These
points are then mapped on a diagram of
the body and are used in the placement
of the acupuncture needles. When this
process was performed on humans it re-
sulted in a set of points identical to those
found by trial and error.
Another method of acupuncture map-
ping recently developed is Kirlian Photog-
raphy. This consists of pass.ing an elec-
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trieal current through the body and re-
cording an image on photographic film.
The body part is silhouetted by a halo or
aurora. Acupuncture points correspond
to areas where the aurora is more pro-
nounced. Again, when this method is
used the points coincide exactly with
those of ancient acupuncture maps.2
The significance of veterinary acupunc-
ture is extremely difficult to assess at this
time due to the lack of research in the
area. Mr. Wheeler is beginning research
in therapy and anesthesia and will study
acupuncture therapy in Porcin~ Stress
Syndrome, calf scours, and gastrointestinal
disorders of goats. When these arid simi-
lar studies in the United States are com-
pleted, we will be better able to evaluate
acupuncture as a possible aid in anesthesia
and therapy in veterinary medicine. In
the meantime it is important that veteri-
narians look at acupuncture objectively.
We may see the time when acupuncture
is widely used and accepted in veterinary
medicine as it is in China. As Mr. Wheel-
er remarked, "If only 50% of the claims
of veterinary acupuncture are true it
could revolutionize veterinary medi-
cine.1 ,2"
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Questionnaire: Assessment of
Veterinary Licensure Exams
by
Mark Anderson *
As a group of veterinary students at
Iowa State University aiding the Nat.
Student AVMA in conducting a national
survey of practicing Veterinarians, we
would like your help in assessing the
present methods of licensure. We are
concerned with the adequacy of the li-
censure system in judging a person's abil-
ity to practice veterinary medicine.
As you are probably aware, a National
Written examination is now given in 38
states. We (The National SAVMA's ,Chap-
ter Members) have been in contact with
the Professional Examination Service
(PES) in New York City, which makes up
this exam, and we are encouraged by
* Mr. Anderson is la third year 'student in the Col-
lege of Veterinary MJedicine, I.S.U.
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their motivation and their attempt to put
out a good examination dealing directly
with knowledge necessary to practice vet-
erinary medicine. We are attempting to
assist PES in its work through some of
our programs. In a past issue of Intervet
(the veterinary student magazine), we
asked students at veterinary schools to re-
frain from studying past examinations
and publicizing current exam questions.
This honor system is the only way in
which pertinent examination questions
can be used from year to year. PES has
agreed with us and under such an honor
system can continue to produce good rel-
evant exams.
At this time, most Veterinary State
Boards of Examiners set their own pass-
ing standards for the National Written
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